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A HOMETOWN STORY
By Vicki McLeod of the Clearwater Tribune

This photw of a young Platt family is Ellen’s favorite.  Pictured (l to r) are Ellen 
with her children, Scott, Nancy, Penny, and husband, John.

Ellen Idaho
Ellen Idaho (Prescott) Platt certainly bears a kindred 

spirit with the state from which her dad derived her middle 
name.

Hardworking and independent, Ellen and her 
ancestors were born survivors.  A grandmother who walked 
barefoot with the wagon train from Kansas, a grandfather 
who was a Civil War Veteran, and an uncle on her father’s 
side, who—as the story goes—finished Paul Revere’s ride, 
are all part of her colorful heritage.

At nearly 87-years young, she’ll tell you she can’t figure 
out why she’s still around, but adds with a gleam in her eye, 
“I guess the good Lord has something left for me.”

Originally, Ellen’s family came to Idaho from Iowa.
Her father, Elmer—a widower with four sons—met 

Ellen’s mom, Nellie—a strawberry picker from Missouri—when she placed her name in the bottom of a cup of berries.
Elmer got more than the berries when the two began corresponding, and he and Nellie, who arrived via train, 

married though they had never met in person.  Eight children were born to Elmer and Nellie (seven in Iowa; the baby, 
Ellen, in Idaho – hence the middle name).

Ill much of the time, the move to Twin Falls where Ellen was born was an attempt to improve Nellie’s health.  
Unfortunately, she lost her battle with tuberculosis when Ellen was barely four-years old.

A charter member in the Odd Fellows fraternal organization in Iowa, Ellen’s father, now widowed a second time 
took the five youngest children to the Mason City Odd Fellows Home, where they would be cared for but not adopted 
out.

He paid $5 per month per child for their care, and the sister group to the Odd Fellows-the Rebekahs Lodge-provided 
extras such as Christmas presents for them and the rest of the children.

Ellen and her siblings lived at the home for the next five years.  For Ellen, the institution provided good care, food, 
and clothing, but little in the way of love.  Still, Ellen has some fond memories from that time.

After Sunday School, the matron would break the kids up into groups and they’d go next door to the old folks’ 
home.  There, they would go room to room and entertain the many Civil War Veteran residents by singing war songs.  “I 
still remember the songs says Ellen…Camping on the Old Campground…”

In the spring of 1929, Elmer, doing great, arrived in his new touring car to pick up Ellen and her siblings.  They 
returned to Idaho, but come summer, “the bottom fell out of everything,” says Ellen.  “He lost his ranch.  He lost his car.  
The money he had in the bank – they gave him four cents on the dollar.

“It was pretty tough times, but we survived,” she adds.
Along with school, at 13, Ellen went to work for a woman with three, children.               (story con’t on page 2)
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The summer she was 15, she met her husband-to-be, John Platt, on a blind date. They 
corresponded a year until Ellen came to Lewiston and they married.

John’s father (John Sr.) had a huge sheep ranch - 3,200 acres between Asotin and 
Clarkston.

True “Idaho pioneers,” Ellen says John’s grandfather helped settle the town of Genesee.  
Edward T. Platt is featured in An Illustrated History of Idaho (published 1903).

Since John worked with his father on the ranch, he took his new bride, Ellen, along to 
help.

That first summer, Ellen recalls 17 bear killed near the camp in the Weitas/Cook Mountain 
area.  Taking food to the various camps, driving the old wagon through Weippe, trailing sheep, 
and images of the Nez Pierce harvesting camas also flood her memory.

A HOMETOWN STORY
(con’t from page 1)

Ellen at home in Weippe.

Ellen and John welcomed their first child, daughter Nancy, while staying at the ranch with John’s folks.  Six years 
later, daughter Penny arrived, followed by son, Scott.

Tough Times
“We had some pretty tough times,” recalls Ellen.  “We worked in the woods and we made posts, and we 

survived.”
In time, Ellen and John purchased 240 acres on the Three-Mile Road (near Weippe).
When they first arrived in Pierce in the 40’s, Ellen says the town boasted 13 bars, a dance hall, a movie theater, 

a roller skating rink, two hotels, an apartment house, a post office, a service station, two grocery stores, and a church 
or two.

A year later, she and John bought the Pierce service station, adding a laundromat and a four-plex apartment.
In the meantime while she was raising kids, Ellen started driving school bus for Joint District 171.
For 32 years, over “gravel roads…dirt roads…stuck…putting on chains…taking off chains,” Ellen transported two 

generations of students.  When the new Timberline High School opened, she also worked four years in the kitchen in 
addition to driving bus.

Having always wanted to be a teacher, but lacking the education, working for the school district was a good fit for 
Ellen.

Come summer, she worked with John driving dump truck. Graveling the streets in Pierce and helping build the 
road to Judgetown kept her busy. Another summer, Ellen cooked in Leonard Cardiff’s cookhouse and worked the fire 
camps.

When she retired from the district, Ellen worked on the ambulance, driving when necessary.
Coming full circle from the time she was one of the children ‘adopted’ by the Rebekahs - as an adult, Ellen became 

a member of the Rebekah Lodge (first in Pierce, which   then   consolidated   with Weippe).
Now in her 56th year of membership, Ellen, a past state president, is proud of the work the Rebekahs do on behalf 

of a variety of deserving causes, as well as providing a Timberline High School scholarship.
“I love my lodge,” says Ellen.  “I love the work.  We have a lot of fun.  We have a good lodge up here – a good 

bunch of ladies.”
Sadly, John passed away more that 20 years ago, but Ellen is far from alone.  She is now a grandmother of eight, 

great-grandmother of 27, and great-great-grandmother of one.
Looking back over some of the hard times, Ellen says, “You have to stand on your own feet.”
And, that she has.
As to whether she worries about aging, Ellen says without pause, “I never think much about age, you know, it 

doesn’t matter that much to me.”
“Esto Perpetua” – “Let it be perpetual” – seems Idaho’s motto is a nod to Ellen Idaho herself.

Sister Ellen Platt
Rebekah Assembly President

1975 ~ 1976

If ye have faith as a grain of 
mustard seed nothing shall 

be impossible unto you

Service to others is one of the teachings in 
our degree to our church, to our family, 
to the youth and in community affairs.
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OPINION
 It was with interest and a joy to read the Grand Sec-
retaries comments in the January 2008 issue. It appears 
that he still has the same problems, with reports etc. as 
he has had ever since he became Grand Secretary. Good 
luck on any solutions that may come your way, Kenny.
 Reference paragraph 4, of his comments: I think that 
I am one of those that he is referring to as “kinda being 
demanded as far as action from the Executive Committee 
is concerned”. I don’t believe and do not condone the idea 
that any of the actions of the Executive Committee whether 
they be “confidential in manner to protect the integrity of 
the system under which we have to operate” or not, should 
be withheld from any member in good standing! I guess I 
am a dummy, as I don’t know what he is talking about by 
“confidential and integrity of the system under which we 
have to operate.” Webster says that integrity is 1- Com-
pleteness, wholeness; 2- Unimpaired condition, soundness 
and 3- Honesty, sincerity,” My interpretation of his remarks 
are that “the actions of the Executive Committee” be clas-
sified as “confidential” in such a manner as to be withheld
from publication because the “integrity” of our members is 
doubtful? In other words IT’S NONE OF MY BUSINESS 
until the deed has been done, good or bad. Remember 
Sand Point Shelter Home? Remember the financial mess 
we are in with the Home on the Hill and the IRS?
 Sounds to me like someone wants to return to yes-
terday when the Executive Committee meetings were 
closed!
 I have scanned the 2007 Journal of Proceedings for 
the Grand Lodge of Idaho and find that, in my opinion, it is 
quite well done and is very informative. However, I would 
like to point to a couple of “pet” peeves: 
1.  Webster says that a “Marshall” is a European Military 
Officer and that a “Marshal” is an official in charge of cer-
emonies, parades, etc. Please note the difference in spell-
ing. Therefore we Odd Fellows have a Grand Marshal and 
NOT a Grand Marshall; an Installing Marshal and NOT an 
Installing Marshall etc, etc, etc.
2.  The Grand Lodge Constitution refers to an Executive 
Committee and NOT a Board as printed in paragraphs I 
and 5 on page 67 of the Journal. A Committee is a group of 
people whereas a BOARD is a piece of wood! If an Execu-
tive Board is wanted then change the Constitution, mean-
while do what is proper and refer to the Executive Commit-
tee as a Committee and NOT a piece of wood!
 Please excuse the typos “fat finger” as the magnifier 
gets out of focus quite frequently.

In F.L.&T.
Clyde J. Davis, PGT

Assembly President
Juanita Thomas

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
 I hope everyone had a Happy Easter.  With winter 
behind us we can look forward to spring and this isn’t an 
April Fools joke!
 Have you been planting seeds of membership?  
Remember our members are like our gardens - we need 
to continue to care for them so our lodges can continue 
grow.
 My visitations are going very well.  I am enjoying see-
ing each of you at these meetings and District meetings.  
Thank you all for supporting your lodge - District and me.
 It seems early but I hope all lodges have made plans 
to participate in the Living Legacy program.  Remember to 
send in all reports on time for proper credit.

In F.L.&T.
Juanita Thomas
Rebekah Assembly President

Rainbows are Promises of Love
When we see a rainbow transforming the day,

We know that the sunshine is not far away.
And even though gray skies may still reign above,
Every rainbow’s a promise that fills us with love.

In Memoriam
ODD FELLOWS
Glenn Chaney, #1

Ray Schmaljohn, #22
Glenm DeWeese, #40
Filburn Lakey, #85

REBEKAHS
Bonnie Boylan, #8
Joyce Varva #13

Wilma Jean King, #22
Virginia Gissel, #22
Audrey Kelly, #27 

Betty Brandau, #105
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DISTRICT 5 INSTALLATION

District 5 Noble Grands
Rear - Nancy Howard, Yvonne Reeves, & Jeraldine Duncan

Front - Keith Geatry, Barbara Ringgold, James Weighall, 
Jean Floyd & Ralph Taylor

District #5 officers were installed Jan. 19, 2008 at Syrin-
ga Lodge #110 in Jerome under the able direction of Dis-
trict Deputy Grand Master Ray Warren and District Deputy 
President Virgie Taylor.
 Officers installed as Noble Grands were: Nancy How-
ard, Virgie Taylor, Jeraldine Duncan, Keith Gentry, Barbara 
Ringgold, James Weighall, Jean Floyd and Ralph Taylor.
 Ralph Taylor and Marguerite (Peg) Roberson were 
the Deputy Grand Marshalls.
 Following the ceremony all enjoyed delicious refresh-
ments.
 Prior to the installation a short meeting was held about 
District #5 meeting to be held in Burley, Sat. Mar. 8, 2008.
 There was also a short meeting about the upcoming
Assembly meeting in Burley in 2009.

Peg Roberson, Publicity Ch.
Syringa #110

100 YEARS AGO
(Reprinted from the Recorder Herald)

February 14, 2008
 One of the fine structures of the City, one in which the members will have every reason to feel proud of, should 
Salmon become a city of twenty-thousand inhabitants within the next few years is the I.O.O.F. Temple.  This building 
has been in the course of construction for the past fourteen months, but is now nearing completion.

February 28, 2008
 W.E. O’Connell completed the brick work on the Odd Fellows Temple this week.  The building is now entirely 
in the hands of the carpenters - since the front of this structure is completed it presents a very imposing appearance.  
We very much question whether there is a brick building in the state, for its size, which presents a more pleasing ap-
pearance to the eye.

Submitted by, Juanita Thomas, Reporter - Anna Rebekah Lodge #14

GUIDING STAR #4

Roses of Various Colors
Barbara Ringgold, Jean Baldwin, Pat Marvin, 

Jean Markham, Freda Long, & Lois Clark

 At a special meeting on February 21st., President 
Nita Thomas made her official visit to Guiding Star #4.  Due 
to the closing of our favorite restaurant, we were unable to 
have our usual dinner prior to the meeting, but the mem-
bers made sure the President & her husband didn’t go hun-
gry.
 We were very pleased to have several Past Assem-
bly Presidents visit us as well as several past elected and 
current officers.  25 Past Noble Grands gathered  around 
the altar.  We appreciate our Sisters and Brothers for tak-
ing the time to join us for this special occasion.
 We enjoyed the President’s message on ‘Friendship’ 
and Guiding Star presented her with a red rose courage 
with the special green leaves.  Noble Grand, Marge Harlan 
gave President Nita a plate with her picture and emblems. 
 We entertained the president with a skit on ‘Roses 
of Various Colors’ and another on the ‘Tea Cup’.  Both of 
these programs were prepared by our very talented sister, 
Pat Marvin.  Refreshments after the meeting was enjoyed 
by all.

Marge Harlan, Publicity
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UNITY #8
 On February 20th it was our pleasure to host Assembly President Juanita 
Thomas as she made her official visit to our lodge. The evening was preceded 
by dinner at the Mandarin Palace Restaurant in Boise, followed by the meeting at 
the Lodge Hall.
 The rainbow, one of President Juanita’s emblems, was used as the theme 
for decorations in the lodge hail and dining room. Several lodge members in 
brightly colored dresses marched in to form a “Rebekah” rainbow in the Presi-
dent’s honor.  As is a tradition, various Unity members performed the apron drill, 
and President Juanita was presented with her very own apron, painted with her 
emblems. Her message to members and visitors was “Live the Rebekah Creed” 
Following the meeting a special reception was held in the dining room.
 Noble Grand Virginia Buchanan designated a recent meeting night as “Fun 
Night” and members played Bingo, winning “white elephants” as prizes. While 
members played, they enjoyed wrap sandwiches and Krispy Crème Donuts.  Ev-
eryone had a good time.
 We are happy to have Carol Ann Hansen back for some of our lodge meet-
ings after a long illness. Beth Cole has returned after back surgery during the 
winter. Vergie Trent underwent knee surgery a few weeks ago, and is doing quite 
well. She is finishing her rehabilitation at a local rehab center while Irene Bauer, 
her daughter, is away, visiting family in California. Vergie will return to her home 
when Irene returns to Boise. We were sorry to learn of the death of member Bon-
nie Boylan. The charter was draped in her memory. 

Sharon Miller, Secretary, Unity #8Linda Sisrani, President Nita & Eloise Ogilvie

ROYAL GEM 13 ~ WHITE BIRD
 Since the installation of new officers in January, we have been very busy, as usual.  Newly installed officers in-
clude:  Sisters, Shandra Chandler, N.G., Melissa Zumwalt, V.G. and Laurie Bonwell, Chaplain.  Desk officers are Sis-
ters; Beverly Erskine, Secretary, Heather Collin, Financial Secretary and Cheryl Collin, Treasurer.  Everyone is doing a 
great job.
 Our Charter was draped in February in memory of our lodge sister Joyce Vavra who passed away January 31.  
Joyce was an active and knowledgeable member and we deeply feel her loss.
 We had a successful and profitable Valentine’s Day Raffle, raffling off 3 wonderful baskets.  That helped with the 
winter power bills for sure!
 We are practicing to prepare ourselves for the initiation of 4 more new members on April 8.
 With help from our local post & pole plant our woodshed is again full and we will be warm for another year.
 Of course we are getting excited and beginning the preparations for Assembly President Juanita’s visit April 
15th. 
 Our Living Legacy project is “In Bloom” and we thank Sister Connie Shuck for spearheading this years project.
 As always our hall is as busy as we are with many uses and activities from Weekly Weight Watchers’ meetings, 
rodeo club functions, the local polling place for voting and sometimes even yoga class.
 In March the White Bird Chamber of Commerce is hosting a Pancake & Sausage Feed Breakfast at our hall and 
donating the proceeds to Royal Gem for some rest room updates.
 As always the sisters of Royal Gem are plenty busy.
 “Hide not your talents, they for use were made.  What’s a sun dial in the shade!”  Benjamin Franklin

Fraternally Submitted
Tammy Stone, Warden
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 The Editoral Board and Editor
extends their thanks and sincere apprecia-
tion for the generous donations received for 
our fraternal paper from:

Grand Ladies Encampment Auxillary
Ruth Harrison
Clyde Davis

ARTHRITIS
Stay Active, Stay Loose

 Parts of this article was taken from the 
Golden Times Magazine.  Exercise might 
seem like the worst thing for stiff, aching 
joints, but it may be just what you need to 
do.  346 people participated in an eight week 
study, conducted by Thurston Research 
Center at the University of North Carolina-
Chalel Hill.
 Bonus; if you live where a whirl pool is 
available, it does wonders for arthritis.  A hot 
tub is also a plus.
 The average age of participants was 
70.  They were evaluating those with least 
amount of activity when they started this 
program.
 This portion of this article is from my 
own personal experience with simple ex-
ercises.  First we will start with shoulder 
pain.  Trust me, I know what this is, thanks 
to chemo.  Start by walking your hand up 
the wall.  It will hurt like every thing, so start 
out with small distances.  Each day increase 
until you can get your arm above your head.  
Use heat and ointment on your joints, it 
helps.  The legs work better and can be lifted 
higher if you sit in a chair and practice lifting 
them a little higher each day.  Rotate your 
ankles also.  Bob hates me because I make 
him do this.  But it keeps him moving (not 
fast, but moving).  Do these often so you do 
not loose what you gain.  Good Luck.

Doris Hansen, PP
Arthritis Chairman
 

 
We want to thank everyone for the calls, cards, prayers 
and thoughts when Lee had his heart attack.  He is do-
ing o.k.  Thanks Again.

In F.L.&T.
Lee and Virginia Moberly

I.O.O.F. P.O. Box 3746, Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho 83816-3746
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RUTH 107

 Many activities have been completed by Ruth Lodge 
since we last reported to this paper.
 Following election of officers and exciting Christmas 
activities in December, members of Ruth lodge in Burley 
looked forward to the New Year.  After yearend reports 
and installation of officers in January, plans were made for 
hosting the District 5 meeting in March and the Assembly 
Presidents visit, always a hi-light of the year.
 We must not forget the annual Ground Hog break-
fast .  Rebekahs helped the Odd Fellows prepare and 
serve in February.  A financial success and also commu-
nity supported, it always takes a lot of cooperation from 
many members and friends to complete this civic project.
 The District meeting was held Saturday, March 8 
with a good attendance.  The instructions of state officers 
and exemplifications by the lodges were very interesting 
and informative.
 Assembly President Juanita Thomas made her of-
ficial visit to Ruth lodge on March 13.  Following a din-
ner served at J.B’s restaurant, members adjourned to the 
IOOF hall in Burley where a guest soloist, Helen Marsh, 
sang several of the Presidents songs.
 During the following meeting the President was 
introduced and received gifts from the lodge Noble grand.  
Other guests were also introduced and received a gift 
from the lodge.  Members enjoyed the Presidents mes-
sage on the importance of music in our lives and how 
she chose her songs for the year.  She also spoke on the 
Rebekah creed and the ideas stated therein giving em-
phasis to Rebekah work.
 Following the meeting all members enjoyed special 
refreshments.
 The Ruth lodge members now plan to look forward 
to spring and summer activities, so come visit with us, we’ll 
welcome you and be happy to make new friends!

Submitted By Naomi Ralls

BINGHAM #78 HOSTS PRESIDENT
 

	 Bingham Rebekah Lodge # 78 hosted Assembly 
President Juanita Thomas on Monday, March 17, at their 
Regular 10:00 a.m. meeting.  Honors were given to Presi-
dent Juanita and a brief tableau of Rebekah, Esther and 
Miriam was  presented.  A Tea Pot with special green 
leaves (cash) was given to Sister Juanita in keeping with 
her themes.
 Out of town guests attending were:  Sisters Jean 
Burr of Emmett, Jean Floyd of Twin Falls, Wanda Hayes 
of Wendell, and Ruth Harrison of Hagerman.
 Following Lodge,  members and guests met for a no-
host luncheon at China Kitchen in American Falls.  Hus-
bands joined them there.

Submitted By Anna Breeze

 Sister Alice Mayer, a member of Bingham Rebekah 
Lodge #78, of American Falls, was especially honored 
during the Joint District Meeting held in Pocatello on 
Saturday, March 15.
 During the meeting her mother, Sister Jean Burr, 
a member of Priscilla #97 of New Plymouth, presented 
Sister Alice  with her own Honorable Veteran Jewel for fifty 
years of membership in the order.  Sister Jean will soon be 
eligible for a higher number
 This special diamond adorned jewel belonged to 
Assembly President Mollie Zimmerman before it belonged 
to Sister Jean.
 Sister Alice joined the Theta Rho in Ketchum in 
March 1956 and held the White Bible Degree.  She joined 
Snowdrop Rebekah Lodge # 71 in Ketchum in September 
1962 and  transferred to Bingham #78 in October 1999, 
when  Snowdrop closed.

Submitted by Anna Breeze

ALICE MAYER HONORED

Mother Jean Burr with daughter Alice Mayer

COOKBOOKS FOR UNP
 
 Guiding Star Rebekah Lodge #4 has published a 
Community Cookbook as a means of raising funds for 
our United Nations Pilgrimage for Youth program.  We 
are hoping to raise enough funds to send a student on 
the 2009 tour.   
 This 144 page cookbook contains over 200 recipes 
interspersed with information about our Order and great 
cooking hints and tips.  They make excellent gifts for non-
members as well as members of the Order.
  To purchase this cookbook and help 

send a student on the 2009 tour, send 
$10.00 plus $3.50 for postage to:

Guiding Star Rebekah Lodge #4
P.O. Box 361

Mountain Home, ID 83647
Or contact any of our members
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COMING EVENTS 2008

APRIL
 12 DISTRICT 9                       IND. VALLEY
 19 DISTRICT 10                     STITES
 26 PIONEER #1/ROSE # 18  IDAHO CITY

MAY
17 PIONEER #1/ROSE #18    IDAHO CITY
12 DISTRICT 5 (IOOF)           ST. MARIES

JUNE
 7 DISTRICT 3  CHALLIS

AUGUST
 23 OWYHEE # 2 SILVER CITY

New E-Mail Address
 
 After years of frustration with dial up service, the tim-
ing out, crashes and rebooting of my computer while trying 
to read my email,  I finally bit the bullet and signed up for 
satelite internet service.  So far it has been great and well 
worth the dollars. 
 My new email for paper related articles is editor@rtci.
net.  For all other email, please send them to margeh@rtci.
net.  
 I have had my emails forwarded from my old address 
but, if any of you have sent in articles to the old address and 
they are not in this issue, please resend them to my new 
address.

Marge Harlan, Editor


