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	 Calista	Newman	was	awarded	the	Medallion	Award	
at	the	Northwest	Idaho	Encampment	meeting	November	
17,	 2014,	 	 for	 her	 efforts	 at	 the	 150th	 anniversary	
celebration	in	trying	to	bring	Brothers	and	Sisters	of	all	the	
Odd	Fellow	Orders	together	for	a	collaborative	celebration	
and	publicize	our	order	as	a	whole	to	the	general	public.	
The	celebration	was	a	great	success	and	she	put	many	
hours	 in	 to	 every	 detail	 of	 the	 event.	 She	 also	 took	 on	
programs	to	promote	helping	new	members	by	giving	out	
gift	bags	with	member	books	explaining	the	basics	of	the	
order	and	how	meetings	are	generally	ran.	
	 Calista	 is	 involved	 in	 many	 community	 projects	
including	ringing	bells	for	the	Salvation	army,	volunteering	
at	a	low	cost	veterinarian	clinic,	and	she	volunteered	for	
many	years	at	Zoo	Boise	as	an	animal	naturalist	educating	
kids	and	adults	about	the	animals	there.
	 This	next	year	she	plans	to	go	on	to	bigger	and	better	
things	by	working	on	starting	up	youth	lodges	starting	with	
hosting	after	school	activities	in	her	home	lodge	Payette	
#22.

Submitted	by	Merna	Deland

Calista Newman 
Receives Medallion Award

Syringa 110 & Ronald McDonald

	 To	everyone	who	brought	pull-tabs	-	Thank	You!!!
After	Assembly	 we	 delivered	 18	 one	 gallon	 baggies	 to	
Ronald	McDonald	House.

Syringa	Rebekah	Lodge	#110
Jean	Floyd

Idaho Lodge #96

	 Rebekahs	of	Idaho	No.	96	hosted	a	very	sucessful	
luncheon/card	party,	Saturday,	November	8th.	
	 The	lodge	hall	was	filled	with	9	tables	of	folks	from	
around	the	valley,	including	Kimberly,	Twin	Falls,	Jerome,	
Hagerman,	Buhl,	Gooding	and	Wendell.
	 Several	lodge	members	wre	on	hand	doing	“behind	
the	scene”	duties.
	 It’s	 true	 Rebekahs	 are	 good	 cooks	 as	 the	 guests	
were	served	over	12	different	salads	and	rolls	before	play-
ing	cards.
	 Door	prises	wre	given	to	serveal	lucky	folks	through-
out	the	afternoon.
	 The	members	met	many	folks	while	advertising	the	
event	and	were	able	to	share	“who	“Rebekahs	are”.

Submitted	by	Juanita	Thomas
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Jay	Eaton
Guiding	Star	#4

Wendy	Mastroeni
Janice	Ausburn
Mtn.	Home	#19

To our new members

Ramblings From The Grand Secretary

	 This	will	probably	be	my	last	“official”	ramblings	as	
I	have	rendered	my	resignation	as	of	the	last	of	Novem-
ber.
	 I	have	really	enjoyed	the	privilege	of	being	able	to	
work	with	committees	and	accomplish	several	things	for	
the	better	of	 the	Order,	such	as	 lower	Per	Capita	dues,	
invest	funds	to	give	back	to	the	members,	raise	compen-
sation	to	help	delegates	to	Grand	Lodge	and	Sovereign	
Grand	Lodge,	and	several	 other	 things.	 	 I	 guess	 this	 is	
why	I	react	to	the	untruths	and	malicious	rumors	that	are	
aimed	at	 the	Grand	Office.	 	As	 I	have	often	said,	 “short	
cuts	have	a	way	of	coming	back	to	bite	you.”	 	 I	guess	I	
could	get	on	a	soapbox	on	that	topic,	but	most	of	you	are	
aware	of	it	and	you	know	who	you	are,	so	I	won’t.		Life	is	
too	short	to	dwell	on	it.
	 Some	have	asked	what	 I’m	going	 to	do	now.	 	My	
answer	is	the	same,	“I’m	still	going	to	be	around	and	con-
tinue	on	striving	to	follow	the	principles	of	an	Odd	Fellow.		
I	will	ask	one	thing,	“please	take	it	easy	on	the	new	per-
son	coming	in	and	assist	him	in	taking	care	of	your	busi-
ness.”		
	 You	all	take	care,	not	only	of	yourselves,	but	others,	
and	I’ll	see	you	down	the	road.

IN	FLT,
Kenny	Averill

	 P.S.	 	One	 last	 thing,	 I	would	again	encourage	 the	
secretaries	of	the	lodges	to	double-check	their	rosters	on	
the	Annual	Report.	 	 In	checking	 them	 I	 find	people	 that	
have	been	dead	or	have	not	paid	dues	for	several	years	
and	according	to	my	reading	of	the	rules,	they	should	not	
be	there.

 A	Big	Thank	You	to	the	host	committee	for	making	
“the	best”	of	an	interesting	session.

Juanita	Thomas

Mountain Home #19 and Guiding Star #4 
Welcomes New Members

	 This	 month,	 members	 of	 IOOF	 Mountain	 Home	
Lodge	#19	and	Rebekah	Guiding	Star	#4	gathered	together	
to	 initiate	new	members	 into	 their	 ranks.	Thanks	 in	part	
to	 community	 outreach	 efforts	 made	 by	 its	 members,	
two	new	Odd	Fellows	were	initiated	by	the	Degree	Team	
on	November	1st.	Wendy	Mastroeni	and	Janice	Ausburn	
first	 learned	about	our	Order	from	a	Facebook	post	that	
invited	the	community	to	attend	the	“Return	From	Summer	
Potluck”	 in	September.	Both	of	these	enthusiastic	 ladies	
were	 already	 active	 the	 community	 through	 non-profit	
programs,	fund-raisers,	and	as	general	helping	hands	to	
those	in	need.	
	 New	to	the	Rebekahs	is	Jay	Eaton,	who	joined	our	
Odd	Fellow	ranks	in	early	2013.	Jay	is	a	caring	man	with	
a	 large	heart	who	volunteers	much	of	his	personal	 time	
helping	others	he	sees	in	need.	He	is	known	for	chopping	
and	 delivering	 wood	 to	 some	 of	 the	 elderly	 and	 assists	
as	a	handyman.	He	has	participated	in	many	of	the	Odd	
Fellows	parades	and	is	always	ready	with	a	kind	word	and	
smile	on	his	face.
	 Our	 lodges	are	excited	 to	have	 these	giving	souls	
join	us	in	our	continued	efforts	to	promote	Odd	Fellowship	
throughout	the	community	by	hosting	events	and	finding	
ways	to	better	the	lives	of	those	around	us.	Welcome	Jay,	
Wendy,	and	Janice!

In	FLT,
Kathryn	Smith,	Lodge	Reporter
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Jean Reineke
Assembly President

Dan Sanow
Grand Master

	 Welcome	all	to	the	first	edition	of	our	12	month	trial	
program	 of	 the	 Odd	 Fellow	 newspaper.	 	 In	 addition	 to	
sending	a	copy	to	the	membership,	we	are	now	sending	
editions	 of	 the	 paper	 to	 well	 over	 100	 public	 libraries	
throughout	 Idaho.	 	This	 is	all	 the	more	 reason	 for	us	 to	
send	articles	and	pictures	to	the	Editor.		What	a	great	way	
to	get	 the	name	of	Odd	Fellowship	on	 the	minds	 those	
people	who	use	the	public	libraries.
	 By	 the	 time	 you	 read	 this	 letter	 all	 of	 my	 Lodge	
visitations	should	either	be	complete	or	just	one	short	of	
done.	It	was	a	busy	five	weeks	but	my	son	(and	chauffeur)	
and	I	enjoyed	every	minute	of	it.		I	want	all	the	members	
to	 know	 I	 sincerely	 appreciated	 the	 warm	 and	 friendly	
reception	I	received	from	all	of	you.	I	do,	however,	have	to	
give	special	recognition	and	a	BIG	thank	you	to	Margaret	
Odle	 for	 the	 special	 effort	 she	 made	 for	 my	 visit.	 	 She	
even	arranged	for	a	band	to	serenade	us	while	we	were	
enjoying	the	meal	at	the	Lodge	Hall.	It	was	a	joy	to	be	able	
to	meet	so	many	members	of	the	Order	for	the	first	time	
and	see	several	of	the	Lodges	for	the	first	time	as	well.		I	
especially	enjoyed	the	fact	that	many	of	the	visits	provided	
a	history	lesson	of	the	Lodges	and	to	see	to	the	pride	the	
members	have	in	their	Lodges	was	really	special.
	 As	 all	 probably	 know	 by	 now,	 Kenny	 Averill,	
Grand	Secretary,	 resigned	his	position	as	of	 the	end	of	
November	2014.	Jeff	Mann	of	the	Nampa	Lodge	accepted	
my	appointment	as	our	new	Grand	Secretary.	Welcome 
aboard Jeff!			Jeff	is	a	dedicated	Odd	Fellow	and	is	settling	
into	his	new	responsibility	with	a	lot	of	determination.		He	
is	still	learning	the	ropes	but	I	feel	strongly	he	will	do	well	
filling	the	big	shoes	Kenny	left	behind.	I	ask	all	to	be	a	little	
patient	when	interfacing	with	Jeff	until	he	has	had	the	time	
to	“get	a	handle”	on	this	challenging	new	job.
	 Well	 with	 the	 articles	 in	 the	 November	 paper	 and	
my	visitations	I	hope	all	of	you	have	gotten	to	know	a	little	
about	me	and	feel	comfortable	enough	with	me	to	know	
that	 I	 took	 this	 job	 to	serve	 the	Order,	provide	you	with	
the	 leadership	expected	 from	 the	Grand	Master,	 and	 to	
do	my	best	to	inspire	all	of	us	to	work	toward	building	our	
Jurisdiction	back	up	to	where	it	once	was.		I	am	sure	all	
would	 agree	 that	 no	 one	 person	 can	 restore	 our	 Order	
alone.	However,	 if	we	form	that	bundle	of	sticks	I	 talked	
about	during	my	visits	we	should	be	able	to	make	some	
progress	 over	 the	 next	 year.	 In	 regards	 to	 my	 style	 of	
leadership,	I	have	a	little	story	for	you	to	read:

Con’t	Page	4

Holiday	greetings	to	you!	
  
	 The	 past	 few	 weeks	 have	 gone	 by	 quickly	
since	 Assembly.		 I	 am	 adjusting	 to	 my	 new	 role	
and	 preparing	 for	 my	 very	 exciting	 upcoming	
months	 filled	 with	 visits	 and	 other	 activities.	
		 Two	 short	 weeks	 after	 installation	 I	 attended	 the	
Northwest	Association	meeting	held	November	7th,	8th,	
and	9th	at	the	Hilton	Hotel	in	Eugene,	Oregon.		There	were	
seventy-two	 people	 in	 attendance,	 British	 Columbia	 12,	
Washington	14,	Oregon	34,	9	from	Idaho,	and	3	visitors	
from	 California.		 The	 theme	 of	 the	 meeting	 was	 Youth.		
Among	the	speakers	we	heard	from	was	a	young	mother	
who	was	a	member	of	 the	 fire	Department.		She	spoke	
to	us	on	child	safety.		Always	a	topic	that	is	important	for	
those	of	us	with	grandchildren	and	great	grandchildren.	
		 The	 buffet	 banquet	 Saturday	 night	 was	 formal	
and	 everyone	 looked	 great.		 Our	 entertainment	 was	
a	 local	 Theta	 Rho	 club	 who	 put	 on	 a	 terrific	 show	 for	
us.		The	 last	 song	 was	 hilarious,	 especially	 if	 you	 were	
able	 to	 see	 their	 Advisor,	 Mary	 Houle,	 taking	 part	 in	
her	 formal	 gown.		 It	 was	 great	 to	 see	 the	 girls	 work	 so	
well	 together........ranging	 in	 age	 from	 almost	 7	 to	 16.	
	 It	 was	 nice	 that	 the	 snow	 and	 cold	
held	 off	 until	 we	 all	 made	 it	 back	 home.		
		 	I	am	 looking	 forward	 to	 the	New	Year	and	all	 the	
adventures	that	await	me.		Visiting	the	lodges	and	working	
with	 all	 of	 you	 to	 help	 our	 Order	 grow	 is	 very	 exciting.	
		 As	 we	 	 	 	 enter	 	 this	 	 very	 busy	 time	 of	 year,	
remember	 those	 in	 your	 lodge	 who	 might	 need	 a	
little	 extra	 attention,	 help,	 or	 a	 	 visit.		 It	 can	 be	 a	
lonely	 time	 for	 some	 and	 a	 bit	 of	 Christmas	 Cheer	
might	 be	 just	 what	 they	 need	 to	 brighten	 their	 spirits.	
		 I	wish	all	of	you	a	lovely	holiday	season	and	hope	you	
are	all	able	to	spend	time	with	those	who	are	special	to	you.	
 
Merry	Christmas	to	all!	
		
Fraternally,	
Jean	Reineke,	AP	
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AUTHORITY- A Roar needs More
Con’t	From	Page	3

	 The	lion	was	proud	of	his	mastery	of	the	jungle.		One	
day	he	decided	to	remind	all	the	animals	who	was	king.		
First	he	went	to	the	bear	and	demanded,	“Who	is	king	of	the	
jungle?”	The	bear	replied,	“Why,	you	are	of	course.”	The	
lion	roared	his	approval.		Next	he	asked	the	tiger,	“Who	is	
king	of	the	jungle?”	The	tiger	responded,	“Everyone	knows	
that	you	are	O	mighty	lion.”		The	lion	roared	his	approval.		
Then	the	 lion	bounded	up	to	an	elephant	and	started	to	
ask	the	same	question.		Before	he	could	even	finish,	the	
elephant	grabbed	the	lion	in	his	trunk,	whirled	him	around	
and	around	in	the	air,	and	slammed	him	into	a	tree.		Then	
he	 stomped	 on	 him	 several	 times,	 and	 finally	 dragged	
him	to	the	river	and	tossed	him	in.		Battered,	bruised,	and	
bedraggled,	the	lion	struggled	onto	the	dry	land.		“Look,”	
he	said	to	the	elephant,	“just	because	you	don’t	know	the	
answer	is	no	reason	to	get	sore	about	it.”
	 Authority	 is	more	 than	mere	company	 rank	or	 the	
power	 to	 coerce.	 Authority	 is	 the	 ability	 to	 command	
respect,	and	to	inspire	others	to	follow	you	because	they	
trust	 you.	 	 I	 can	 assure	 you	 all	 that	 you	 won’t	 see	 me	
strutting	around	like	the	lion	of	the	jungle	but	I	sure	pray	
there	aren’t	any	elephants	out	there	either.
	 I	hope	all	members	will	enjoy	the	coming	year	and	
if	there	is	anything	you	need	from	me	to	help	you	“Make	a	
Difference,”	to	not	hesitate	to	contact	me	(gently).

Fraternally,
Dan	Sanow,	Grand	Master	2014-2015

Odd Fellows and Rebekah’s 
Rose Parade Float 

The Theme of the Tournament of Roses Parade
“Inspiring Stories”

	 The	2015	theme	allows	us	to	appreciate	and	reflect	
on	 the	 many	 people	 around	 us	 that	 elevate	 the	 human	
spirit	by	who	they	are	and	what	they	have	done.		“Inspir-
ing	Stories”	pays	trubute	to	 those	who	have	presevered	
courageously,	endured,	accomplished	much	on	behalf	of	
others,	 those	 that	 have	 loved	 unconditionally...and	 paid	
the	ultimate	price.
	 We	present	“Always	remember.”		Our	float	is	striving	
to	express	the	concept	the	“We	seek	to	elevate	the	char-
acter	of	mankind”	and	recognize	what	they	have...and	will	
accomplish.
	 Each	year	we	set	aside	time	during	the	decorating	
of	our	Odd	Fellows-Rebekahs	float	to	conduct	a	Memorial/
Honoree	service	to	recognize	the	passing	of	our	friends,	
loved	ones	and	to	honor	special	member	of	our	Order	and	
armed	services	by	placing	a	rose	on	the	float	in	our	dis-
ignated	Honoree/Memorial	Garden.	 	The	service	will	be	
conducted	on	December	31,	2014	and	will	go	down	the	
parade	route	on	January	1.		The	honorees	and	memorials	
will	be	announced	with	the	roses	being	individually	put	on	
the	float	by	donors	or	appointed	designees.		Each	roses	
is	 individually	 labeled	 with	 the	 nonoree’s	 or	 memorial’s	
name.
	 The	Odd	Fellows	Rebekahs	Rose	Float	is	incorpo-
rated	and	has	a	501C(3)	IRS	designation.		Donations are 
Tax Deductable.
	 For	more	information	or	to	join	us	to	help	plan,	work	
and	present	the	2015	Rose	Float	contact	us	at:

The	Odd	Fellows	Rebekahs	Rose	Float,	Inc.
P.O.	Box	2718

Redondo	Beach,	CA	90278
310-379-4370

rosefloat@oddfellows-rebekahs-rosefloat.org

	

A Note from the Editor
Sisters	and	Brothers,
	 The	November	issue	of	our	paper	was	sent	to	133	
public	libraries	across	our	state.		This	month	we	will	be	
adding	the	Chamber	of	Commerce	to	our	mailing	list.		If	
you	have	a	place	that	you	would	like	to	see	the	paper	
delivered	to,	please	let	me	know.		
	 Also,	to	save	the	paper	money,	please	make	sure	
your	secretary	has	your	correct	address.		I’m	still	getting	
papers	back	with	a	change	of	address	and/or	undeliver-
able.		Secretaries,	please	make	sure	the	Grand	Secre-
tary	and	Assembly	Secretary	has	a	current	 list	of	your	
members	 with	 their	 correct	 address.	 	 Remember,	 the	
directory	is	printed	only	once,	there	are	no	corrections.		
It	 is	also	a	good	 idea	 to	send	 the	editor	a	 list	of	 your	
members	so	it	can	be	checked	against	our	data	base.		
I	have	received	notices	 that	deceased	members	have	
been	receiving	the	paper.

Thanks
Marge	Harlan,	Editor
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Grand Master’s Visit Draws Big Crowd

	 On	November	20th,	Grand	Master	Dan	Sanow	and	his	son	Jamie	Sanow	paid	an	honorable	visit	 to	Mountain	
Home	Lodge	#19	–	and	what	visit	is	complete	without	friends,	family,	and	a	good	turkey	meal	with	Thanksgiving	just	
around	the	corner?	The	community	obviously	agreed	as	the	lodge	enjoyed	the	attendance	of	about	30	non-members	
who	came	to	listen	to	the	Grand	Master’s	speech.	Adding	in	the	15	members	in	attendance,	10	young	ladies	from	the	
Rainbow	Girls	lodge,	and	their	two	advisors,	the	Odd	Fellows	Hall	enjoyed	the	company	of	about	55	people	that	night!
	 With	so	many	non-members	in	the	crowd,	Grand	Master	Dan	tailored	his	speech	to	educate	on	Odd	Fellowship	
and	explain	 the	details	of	his	 topics.	As	 is	 tradition,	 the	speech	 included	 the	Traveling	Gavel	along	with	 its	history,	
purpose,	and	of	 course,	 its	poem.	Another	poem	was	 featured	 that	night	as	part	of	 the	Grand	Master’s	 raffle	 fund	
raiser	for	his	cause	–	the	Idaho	Eye	Bank.	The	well-known	and	beloved	poem	“Footprints	in	the	Sand”	was	beautifully	
printed	by	the	Grand	Master’s	daughter	on	framed	glass	that	provided	a	three	dimensional	appearance	over	a	picture	
of	footprints	along	a	beach.	Raffle	tickets	were	available	and	as	always	will	be	drawn	for	during	next	October’s	Grand	
Lodge	session.	The	Idaho	Eye	Bank	 is	a	great	State	cause	that	helps	 those	 in	 financial	need	apply	 for	up	 to	$300	
towards	an	eye	exam	and	new	glasses	or	up	to	$1,000	toward	necessary	eye	surgery.
	 This	year’s	goal	was	to	charge	each	lodge	to	“Make	A	Difference”	in	its	community.	Whether	big	or	small,	each	
lodge	needs	to	reach	out	and	find	a	way	to	do	something	positive	for	those	around	it.	Do	a	food	drive,	host	a	community	
party,	donate	supplies	to	a	school	–	there	are	so	many	things	we	can	do	to	help	others!	Accountability	will	be	key	this	
year,	as	the	Grand	Master	will	collect	reports	on	each	lodge’s	progress	at	their	local	District	Meetings,	so	think	hard	and	
reach	out,	Idaho!
	 With	membership	on	every	lodge’s	mind,	the	Grand	Master	also	created	small	cards	to	be	handed	out	to	individuals	
that	could	make	good	Odd	Fellows.	These	cards	provide	basic	 information	about	the	 lodge,	avenues	to	 learn	more	
about	it,	and	contact	information	for	inquiries.	They	work	as	a	passive	way	to	spark	interest	in	Odd	Fellowship	and	are	
free	to	the	members	by	contacting	Grand	Master	Dan.	The	great	part	about	these	cards	is	how	flexible	they	are	toward	
tailoring	them	to	fit	your	lodge’s	needs.	If	you	have	a	web	site	or	social	media	page	for	your	lodge,	be	sure	to	let	him	
know	and	it	will	be	included!
	 It	is	clear	that	Grand	Master	Dan	is	incredibly	enthusiastic	about	Odd	Fellowship	and	the	great	benefits	it	affords	
it	members.	We	look	forward	to	seeing	what	the	next	year	has	to	offer	and	what	changes	the	Grand	Master’s	visits	
brought	about	in	the	lodges	and	their	communities.

In	FLT,
Kathryn	Smith,	Lodge	Reporter

Rainbow Girls
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Scenes From Grand Sessions
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Scenes From Grand Sessions
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